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has been checked with heavy losses. The wounded
are being brought in, and it is no light task getting
them down the cliffs on stretchers, and across the
beach and the bullet-splashed sea to the warships.
Remember that we are holding a position which is
terribly conspicuous to the enemy, and all our
ammunition and water and food have to be dragged
up these breakneck cliffs. Still, the first round has
been won, Indian troops are being landed in support,
and we are firmly placed at Sari Bair. At Beach
W we have improved our position. We have cleared
the beach, and the work of disembarking men and
stores is proceeding. As we move down the coast
we find that all goes well at Beach X, but that at
Beach Y the Scottish Borderers are being heavily
counter-attacked and are making little progress.
The scene at Beach V is strange and terrible. From
the deep water the Cornwallis and Albion are trying
to bombard the enemy at Sedd-el-Bahr, and the
15-inch shells from the Queen Elizabeth are screaming
overhead. The Trojan Horse is still lying bow on
against the reefs, with her men unable to move, and
the Turkish howitzers playing on her. If a man
shows his head he is picked off by sharpshooters.
The troops we have landed lie flat on the beach
under cover of the sand ridge, unable to advance or
retreat, and under a steady tornado of fire. ... At
Beach S things are satisfactory. Meantime the
French landing at Kum Kale has achieved its pur-
pose. Next evening they re-embarked, and joined
our right wing at Beach S. They took 500 prisoners,
and could have taken more had there been room for
152